Round Rock Christian Academy
Bible 10
2012- 2013
 

Instructor:        Sr. Jared Abels
Web:
http://rrcaabels.weebly.com/
Email:             JaredAbels@rrca-tx.org   
Help Class:     Thursdays 7:30 – 8am & 4:00 – 4:30pm  

Resources: 
1. The Seven Checkpoints Student Journal, by Andy Stanley & Stuart Hall, 2001
2. r12-true spirituality: a Romans 12 guide to living as an authentic disciple of Jesus Christ, 2009
*  You should bring your Bible & notebook to class each time. 
Grade Scale:         
Course Grade:
90-100 %   
A         
Class Participation  & Homework    
40%
  80-89 %   
B         
Memory Quizzes  & Tests   

60% 
  70-79 %   
C




   * note tests and quizzes are in the
    0-69 %   
F




      same category, but tests weigh more.
 
Extra Credit:

Throughout the year there will be multiple opportunities for extra credit. A regular assignment to earn additional points each nine weeks is the following:

· With prior teacher approval, attend a conference, workshop, mission event, or other church outreach that impacts you or others in a significant way. You will then need to write a two page (double spaced) paper detailing what happened at the event, why it was significant and what you plan to do with this experience. 
Academic Honesty: All students deserve a healthy learning environment and evaluations that are based on their honest, independent efforts. Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the Round Rock Christian Academy. Written and oral assignments should be completed without any kind of outside assistance. If a student is in doubt, s/he must seek help from his/her instructor only. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty may lead to an “F” for the course.
Overview: This year, we will discuss four main topics: Creation Science, Spiritual Growth, Purity & Evangelism. These topics, along with their resources and goals are listed below:
The purpose of the high school Bible classes is to give students the tools they need to study God’s Word in order to know the saving grace of Jesus Christ and to develop a more intimate relationship with Him.  It is our desire to guide students toward an ever-growing faith as well as obedience and service to our Lord.  Through the study and application of Biblical principles, studies written by a variety of Christian authors, and Scripture memorization, students will have the opportunity to develop such a growing relationship with our Lord.  Furthermore, it is our goal (and challenge) as Bible teachers to model and exemplify Christ through our own daily walk and witness and to encourage each student to develop his or her own walk with the Lord through participation in a local church and personal Bible study (character studies, Biblical history, research) outside of class.  Each of the four high school grades will experience a new study each of the four nine week reporting periods.  The following details the studies for the sophomores this 2012-2013 school year.
First Quarter:  During the first quarter of the school year, sophomores will study a video series on creation science.  Through viewing videos, creating webpages, writing reports and class discussions, they will learn the true science behind creation.  They will learn how landforms, the earth’s layers, DNA, skeletal remains, the fossil record, the formation of new land masses, and other scientific evidence which contradict and even defy the theory of evolution, as well as support, moreover point to, an intelligent Designer and Creator behind the miracle we call life.
Second Quarter:  During the second quarter, students will complete a journal using Andy Stanley’s Seven Checkpoints.  This book is co-authored by two youth ministers with several decades of experience between them.  Through their combined experience, these godly men have developed seven things they believe all teenagers must know and embrace before they graduate from high school and move out into the world.  Students will complete the journal on their own, and come to class ready to discuss the following topics: authentic faith, spiritual disciplines, moral boundaries, healthy friendships, wise choices, freedom & authority, & serving others. 
Third Quarter:  During the third quarter, the emphasis in Bible will be on developing one’s Christian walk through an extensive look at Romans 12.  This one chapter in provides a relational profile of an authentic disciple.  It is about experiencing God’s grace, not earning His love through performance.  Our class text, r12-true spirituality, challenges readers about what it means to be an authentic follower of Jesus Christ. Study guides, a DVD series with Chip Ingram, and in-class discussions on Romans 12 combine to challenge the class to be a genuine disciple of Christ, focusing specifically on our relationship with Him. 
Fourth Quarter:  During the final quarter, sophomores study evangelism through an in-depth look at the book of Acts. From Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth, the gospel message has been carried by missionaries of many abilities, backgrounds and giftings. Students are prepared to share the good news of Jesus Christ with a lost world by first examining how this was done within the first church. Supplemental readings, videos, tract creation, and other witnessing strategies will be discussed throughout the quarter. Our prayer and goal is to empower the students to become bold witnesses who, through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, will lead others to Christ.

1.      Participation - Regular attendance and active participation is mandatory for passing this class. Your participation is measured according to the following rubric
Daily Participation Rubric
	Grade
	      Characteristics

	10
	· You are always eager to speak and contribute to the class discussion.
· You voluntarily raise your hand and participate many times during each class.

· You are in class on time and are FULLY prepared for class. 

· You are cooperative and respectful towards the class, peers, and the instructor.

	8-9
	· You volunteer a few times in the class.
· Your statements contribute slightly to the discussion.

· Your participation has been lower than your personal abilities this day. 

	6-7 
	· You do not volunteer in class or rarely risk speaking unless you are called upon.

· Your statements do not contribute to the class discussion.

· You are partially prepared for class.

	4-5
	· You refuse to participate when called on.

· You come to class unprepared. There is NO evidence that you have completed your homework PREVIOUS to class. 

	0-3
	· You do homework for another class, sleep in class or are otherwise absent.


2.     Quizzes & Tests (60%) 
Bible Memory:   It is school policy for every student to memorize Scripture each year.  Each week students will be given several verses to memorize.  Bible memory is cumulative, meaning that the second week will include the previous week’s verses, etc.  Bible memory will also be included on the final exam.  Bible memory counts as a weekly test grade.
Other Tests & Quizzes: The occasional pop quiz over recent concepts, book readings or class discussion will encourage the class to maintain good notes. There will be a test at the end of each nine weeks, some topics may have a test on a more regular basis.
3.   Assignments – These may include in-class work, homework, as well as work on the Internet. The journal is a part of this grade and will be graded on completeness, effort, and legible handwriting. Students are expected to spend about 3 hours per week outside of class reviewing the materials covered in class, doing appropriate homework, memorizing scripture, spending time in the Word, and preparing for the next class. 

4.   Semester & Final Exams – These comprehensive exams occur at the end of each semester and will include the two topics covered. Please note that there will be no make up (except for emergencies in which case the student should contact the office before the scheduled exam and bring a documented excuse). 

Reminder: Without prior arrangements with the office, you will not be excused from the Semester or Final exam. Please contact me with plans that conflict with our exam dates.
5. Classroom Procedures 

A. Entering the room:

a. Enter quietly & sit in assigned seat, request changes before or after class.

b. Place backpack on floor in front of desk, do not block aisles

c. Get text, workbook, notebook, pencils, pens, or other materials ready. 

d. Look at board assignments & begin daily start-up tasks

B. Assignments

a. You are responsible for getting your assignments – EVEN WHEN ABSENT

b. When absent, day of grace for each absence, but these are days, not classes.

c. Written on the whiteboard daily – all assignments are also on Ren-Web.

d. Work should be turned in at the beginning of class, otherwise it is late.

e. After collection time, late work is 20% less, a zero after the start of the 2nd class.
f. Ask the instructor regularly concerning extra credit or optional assignments
C. Classroom Equipment & Items

a. When using the computer center, resource center, or cultural items, show respect and honor to the owner, complying with any rules.
b. This room is not your locker, items left here may be donated to a worthy cause.

D. Consequences & Rewards

a. Warnings will be given as appropriate, followed by the announcement of the demerit – at times without mentioning names. If you have any questions about a demerit you may have received, speak with the teacher privately after class. 

b. If necessary, class disruptions may be handled by a conference outside the door, with necessary follow-up.

c. Watch for signals given by the teacher to encourage you to comply with the rules and procedures.

d. Rewards may include: candy or other cultural food, parties, time off (usually to play social interaction games like cards), or field trips. 

E. Classroom Behavior

a. You are expected to use the restroom between classes.

· You are allowed 3 passes per nine weeks to use the restroom during classtime, each use beyond this will cost a demerit each. 

b. You are expected to be courteous and respectful with each other, visitors and with the teacher.

· This includes guest speakers, other faculty entering or the intercom.

· Students should stay quiet & in seats as teacher interacts with visitor

· Class resumes as normal after visitor has exited.

F. Exiting the room:

a. Teacher will advise ending time approaching, and students may prepare to leave. You are not to stand by the door waiting the bell. Do not prepare to leave early!!!

b. It is the students’ responsibility to record assignments before leaving.

c. Students need to clean area around desk and room if necessary.

d. After the bell rings, the teacher will release the class.

e. Exit quietly.

6. Tutoring Services - Do not hesitate to seek help. Whenever you have a difficulty with the course materials, you should contact the instructor for assistance. I am available during my study help time (listed at the top) as well as by personal arrangement if necessary. 
